APPENDIX. an1

Seoretary’s OFFICE, Minnesota,!_
June 10, 1858,
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the
original on file in this office.
Francis Baasew, Secretary of State,

NUMBER XXITV,

A Memorial to the President of the United States in re-
lation to Land Sales in Minnesota.

To the President of the United Stales :

Your Memorialists, the Senato and House of Representa-
tives of the State of Minnegota, in Legislative Assembly a8- yomeriai to the
sembied, respectfully represent, that they most earnestly Presientof the
protest againat any further sales of public lands in the State Un':oﬂf:hh;:“
of Minnesota at this time. :}:.
It must be apparent that the entire country is in the midst
of financial embarrassments, from which the State is not ex-
empt, and which would not only be aggravated by a land
gale, but in Minnesota would result in the ruin and bank-
ruptcy of a large majority of those hardy pioneers, who have
settled upon, improved, and made valuable the public lands
of the State. Very many have no means of pre-empting ;
they have no money themselves and such is the present con-
dition of the business public that they cannot even borrow
the necessary meang, unless st ruinous rotes of interest,
tending thereby not cnly to profract, but render permanent .
the embarrasssments under which they now labor,
Our settlers have sought homes in Minnesota, which they
have hopefully labored to improve, expending upon them all
their energy and in most inatances their last dollar, expect-
ing to be enabled to produce from the goil the means of pay-
ing for their homes ; but if forced to pay now for these lands,
made valuable by their labor, must in most cases, lose, not
only al! they brought wiih them, but the fruits of their toil,
or what is still worse for the prosperity of the State and
country, yield them to the exacting demands of the specula-
tor and money-lender. For these injurious results of a sale
at this time, and we have alluded to the most prominent, the
Government urges the plea of its present necessity of look-
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ing to the public lands as a source of revenue, If this result
would follow, although purchased at so great sacrifice, we
would not so carnestly protest against the policy, but it will
not. The Government will not realize by the sale,a dollar
of revenue. The treasury will not, we believe, receive in
money suflicient to pay the expenses of the sale. The land
when entered by the pre-emptor, or located by the speculator,
would simply show the location of an increased number of
land warrants, solely operating for the benefit of land war-
rant speculators, and to pay whom the farmers of this State
will be impoverished, With the large number of outstand-
ing land warrants, the public lands cannot be locked to as a
source of money revenue,

Under these circumstances, wo confidently believe the
President, after the announcement in his first message of a
policy so wise and genercus toward the settler, will heed
our request and protect our pre-emptors from the speculators.
A public sale at this time is marked with irreparable injury
to the labor of the country, and in no respect 18 the Govern-
ment the beneficiary. There is no healthy demand for land
at this time, certzinly none sufficient to justify the payment
of $1,25 in gold per acre, when land warrants ¢an be readily
purchased at 90 cents per acre ; nor even for the location of
land warrants, except as is for the purpose of speculaling
upon the toil and enterprise of the pre-emptor, and exacting
from their necessities a ruinous rate of interest. We look
to the Executive to avert these results. In timea of pros-
perity the policy of hastening public sales would net be op-
posed, for then a'healthy demand should be supplied and the
tendency would be to relieve the treasury. We proudly
poiut to Minnesota as a State in which more land has been
cntered by pre-emptors than all the States or Territories of
thiy Union, and claim that singe her settlement, in no part
of the country has so much land been sold to the actual set--
tlers, as here. We ask, therefore, that the Exccutive should
interfere to protect our people from the speculator, knowing
that our settlers will, as they already have done, pay for
their claime as fast as possiblee. We have reaped the ad-
vantages of the pre-emption policy as a State, resulting
equally to the advantage of the Government, and while ask-
ing no indefinite postponement of the proposed public sales,
desire thatexercise of Executive discretion, which will, during
the present year, at least protect our settlers from tke inev-
itable disasters that must follow them, and that they be de-
layed until the financial condition of the country will warrant
such sales. This matter is one so vital to our prosperity,
that we trast it will receive, as it merits, the favorable con-
sideration of the President. '

GEORGE BRADLEY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
WILLIAM HOLCOMBE,
President of the Senate.
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ArrrovED—August the twelfth, one thonsand eight hundred
and fifty-eight.
HENRY H. SIBLEY.
SeroreTarY’s (Orrice, Minnesota,
August 12, 1858, }
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the
original on file in this office.
Frawcis Bassex, Secretary of State.

NUMBER XXYV.
Memorial of the Legislature of Minnesota.
To the President of the United Siates:

Your memorialists, the Lezislature of the State of Minne- mymortal of the
sota, beg most respectfully to 1epresent to your Excellency, Leatslatareof
that military protection should be, and we pray that it may HMinnescs
be afforded to the mettlements in Northern Minnesota and
Northern Dakota, by the immediate establishment and occa-
pation of a military post near Graham's Point on the Red
lggiver of the Naorth, and your memorialists will ever pray,
dee.

GEORGE BRADLEY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
THOMAS COWAN,
President pro tem, of the Senate.

ArprovEp—June twenty-third, one thousand eight hundred

and fifty-eight,
. WILLIAM HOLCOMBE,
Governor, ad inlerim,
Secrerary’s Orrice, Minnesota,
June 23, 1858. ’

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the
woriginal on file in this office.

Frawcis Baasen, Secretary of State.



